THE IMPORTANCE OF SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
It is hard to make the case that Africa, and in specific sub-Saharan Africa, is in any way important to the security of the United States. The White House document, National Security
Strategy for a New Century barely acknowledges southern Africa and the mere mention of the region to most national security planners usually solicits a response that equates to, "we have no national interests in sub-Saharan Africa." So why, in an era of declining military budgets and increased commitment of U.S.
forces around the world, should America consider regional military engagement with African nations?
To put it succinctly, we simply can no longer afford not to engage this troubled region. The long term costs of the U.S.
isolation of Africa, unpreparedness, and inaction are measured in terms of increased U.S. military expenditures, haphazard diplomatic relationships, and large loss of life. It is more prudent, easier, and in the long run cheaper, for the United
States to actively engage Africa on our terms. Doing it now enables the American security structure sufficient time to build relationships and promote regional cooperation before we find ourselves in a military, diplomatic, or humanitarian quagmire.
AMERICAN INTERESTS
Indeed, it is easy to overlook the fact that there are significant American interests in Africa. Some of these include:
-regional stability throughout Africa, -access to the African infrastructure and the sea lines of communication, -information and warning about African trends, personalities, events and issues, -safety of American citizens in the region, -a region free of weapons of mass destruction, -a region free of sponsors or havens for transnational threats, -cooperation in economic, humanitarian, and military efforts, -freedom from egregious suffering, -humane, managerially competent and accountable governance, -sustained economic development and, -an unthreatened natural environment. In order to evaluate the strategic importance of southern Africa, it is necessary to consider the individual national capabilities of the region with special emphasis on South Africa. The southern African region includes the states of Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. The sources of national capability that contribute to the southern African region's strategic importance include the wealth of mineral deposits, its intrinsic geographic location, and the industrial and economic capability of the region. Some of these factors are significant in a regional context, while others are significant in a global context.
MINERAL RESERVES
In the southern African region, the largest reserves of strategic minerals are found in South Africa, Angola, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Angola is one of the largest oil producers in Africa and also has iron ore deposits, as well as, large diamond reserves. Zimbabwe has estimated chrome ore reserves of 3 billion tons, and with South Africa, has about 95 percent of the world's reserves of chromium. 
THE AFRICAN CRISIS RESPONSE INITIATIVE (ACRI)
In an attempt to develop an organic capability to tackle peacekeeping operations on the African continent, the United States has proposed a ready response force composed of troops from African militaries. Using the title "African Crisis Response Initiative," after an U.S. interagency working group objected to the word ^force' in the title, the ACRI has been formed with the United States, France, the United Kingdom and, 2) Provide prompt response to humanitarian crisis.
3) Provide reception, staging, onward movement, and integration of forces. 
ENGAGEMENT IN SOUTHERN AFRICA IS A GOOD INITIAL OPTION
We need to engage southern Africa before it is too late.
The strategic aims of U.S. policy, despite some tactical changes, are nearly the same at mid-decade as they were in the 1980s. The longer policy makers in the United States wait before developing a cohesive African strategy, the more the Military cooperation can act as a catalyst for each of these interests and lead to long term solutions to the problems of this dynamic continent.
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